
The treadmill of production is a model that directs
attention to the linkage of capital-intensiae technol-
ogy inoestment, profitability, and employment and
income generation. It is a treadmill that has been

accelerating at least since 1-945, and probnbly for
fifty years before that. The logic of the treadmill is
that of an soer-growing need for capital inaestment
in order to generate a giaen aolume of social welfare
- a trickle-down model of socioeconomic deaelop-
ment. Erom the enaironment, it requires growing
inputs of energy and materials to create a gfuen leael
of socioeconomic welfare. When resources are con-
strained, the treadmill searches for alternntiue
sources rather than conseraing and restructuring
production.
Allan Schnaiberg, L980

PURPOSE

Through the study of video programmes and
family history pupils learn about economic and
social development over the past sixty years.
Statistics and case studies are then used to
examine the benefits and costs of the accelerat-
ing treadmill-of economic production and con-
sumption on which this development was
based. In the final part of the activity pupils
consider a number of indicators which can be
used to assess whether or not development is
becoming more sustainable.

PREPARATION

This activity makes use of four programmes in
the Yorkshire Television series How We Used to
Liae: prograrunes L and 2 from the series cover-
ing 1.936 to L953 and programmes 13 and 15
from the series covering 1,954 to 1.970. The
teacher's booklets provide essential background
to these programmes and useful suggestions on
supporting materials (Yorkshire Televisiory The
Television Centre, Leeds LS3 US). hr addition to
the programmes you need multiple copies of
the four Activity Sheets.
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LIVING ON THE TREADMIII

PROCEDURE

1 Explain to pupils that, by developing its sys-
tem of economic production, a society is able
to meet more of people's needs and wants.
Economic development can work to eliminate
poverty by meeting everyone's basic needs.
Alternatively, it may sustain or widen
inequalities by failing to meet the needs of
the poor and allowing the rich to live in
comparative luxury.
Also explain to pupils that environmental

problems are closely linked to the nature of
economic development. Our present
economic systems consume and degrade
fixed stocks of non-renewable resources.
They also use some renewable resources at a
faster rate than they can be renewed and
undermine natural processes or services on
which economic activity depends. Deposits of
precious metals may be exhausted, oil wells
pumped dry, seas overfished and grasslands
converted to deserts by overgrazing. The
capacity of the natural systems to clean air
and water and to regulate climate may be
damaged.
Sustainable economic development would

reduce consumption of non-renewable
resources to a minimum. It would limit con-
sumption of renewable resources to amounts
less than the sustainable yield or "interest"
which nature can provide. It would also

Source: Y orkshire Teloision
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As&pupils:

llorr could we find out whether or not devel-
qment in Britain over the past sixty years
tgc reduced poverty and inequality?
Bon, could we find out whether or not devel-
qznent in Britain over the past sixty years
hrs been sustainable?

Ilryefully pupils will suggest looking at the
historical and statistical evidence.

il Now ask pupils what evidence they would
nrrd to answer the following questions and
rhat they think the answers might be:

Ilow much economic development has taken
place in Britain in the last sixty years (since
yuur grandparents were born)?
What social and environmental changes have
been associated with this development?
Do 6rms, goverrunent and households now
produce and consume more than they did in
the past?
Do they use more natural resources and
svices and put more waste into the environ-
ment?
What are some of the benefits and costs
associated with increased production and
consumption, both in Britain and elsewhere
in the world?
I,lIhich of these are environmental benefits
and costs?
Has economic development in Britain
reduced poverty and social problems?
Has economic development in Britain beeri
zustainable?
Can social and environmental problems,
associated with development, be controlled
and reduced?

.l lntroduce pupils to programmes t and Zhom
the series How We Used to Liae,1.935 - 1953.
Ask them to look for evidence in the pro-
grammes of goods and services which were
produced for the Hodgkins family and others
to consume n1936/7. Make a list yourself as
you watch the programme with the pupils.

What did they eat and drink?
What sort of house did they live in and what
forms of energy did they use?
What sort of clothes did they wear?
How was their house furnished and what

consumer durables did they have to help with
the housework and provide entertainment?
What services did they make use of?
How did they travel to work and to school?
How were they encouraged to consume
more?

You can use the books listed on page 3L to
provide additional information and pupils
should be encouraged to find answers from
their oldest relatives and friends. A number
of visitors with strong memories of the 1930s
might be invited to talk to the class.

Now repeat stage 2 using protramrnes 13 and
L5 from How We Used to Liae, 1954 - 1970.
Pupils ask their grandparents and parents
about the 1960s and suitable visitors are again
invited into the classroom.

Provide pupils, in groups, with large sheets
of poster paper and ask them to draw up a
table four columns wide by eight rows deep.
Get them to list the seven questions (stage 4)
in column one and summarize answers for
the 1.930s and 1960s in columns two and
three. Then ask them to suggest answers for
the 1990s in column four, concentrating on
goods and services we consume which they
consider typical of the times.

Discuss the groups' entries in column four
and the overall trends which the completed
table reveals:

Did the average family (firm, government
department) consume more goods and

Sowce: Y orkshire T eleoision
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Source : Y orkshire Telmision

services (energy and materials) in the 1960s
than it did in the 1930s? Lr the 1990s than it
did in the 1950s?
What were the advantages or benefits assoc-
iated with increased consumption?
What were the disadvantages or costs assoc-
iated with increased consumption?
What do you think enabled these increases to
take place?
What was happening to allow households (as
well as firms and governments) to consume
more?
Did increased production and consumption
reduce poverty?
Was the average family (firm, government
departrnent) requiring more natural resources
to support it in the 1960s compared with the
1930s? In the 1990s compared with the 1960s?
Do you think this form of economic develop-
ment is sustainable?

In discussing these questions with pupils,
examine the idea that increasing levels of
population and affluence have put greater
demands on natural systems. Shifts in pro-
duction technology have also been a key fac-
tor. The trend away from natural products
(rubber, cotton, wood) and labour intensive
techniques, in favour of synthetic products
and more capital/energy intensive methods,
has generally increased pollution. Get the
pupils to suggest examples.
While the overall picture was one of eco-

nomic growth putting increased pressure on
natural resources and services, economic
development also involved changes which

resulted in resource savings and red
waste and pollution. Again, get the
suggest examples.

7 Give out copies of Activity Sheet 3.2.1
summarises some of the key economic,
and environmental changes in Brita
between 1.945 and 1980. This can be used
help pupils expand tfre answers they
oped in stage 6. Discussion will indicate their
levels of economic awareness which should
guide your delivery of stages 8 and 9.

8 Use Figure 3.2.L and Activity Sheet 3.2.1, to
illustrate the economic development and
growth which took place between L945 and
1.980. Explain the workings of the capitali
treadmill of production and consumptir
and the reasons why firms/ goverrunents and
workers all gave it their support. (For firms it
provided increased profits. For workers
provided full employment and rising ma
rial living standards. For governments it
vided increased tax revenues and poli
stability.)

9 Now introduce pupils to the three peop
featured on Activity Sheet 3.2.2.

How did Lord Sainsbury and Elton ]o
become rich?
Do they deserve to have so much money?
Are we encouraged to admire rich people
these?
How much do you have to earn or ow
before you are "rich."?
Why may Sharon feel insecure and afraid
the future?
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"heroic efforts"?
What explanations can you suggest for
S,haron's poverty?
Wou1d Sharon be "better oft" if she did not
live in a constuner society?
Why do so few people protest about the
inequalities between the rich and the poor?
In your view, is it rich or poor people who are
"the problem"?
In what ways has development "damaged"
the rich and the poor?
Would it be preferable to adopt a form of
development which reduced inequalities and
provided everyone with a modest amount of
wealth?

Discussion of these questions is likely to
introduce some of the ideas about poverty
outlined in the background notes.

f,lConclude the activity by returning to sustain-
able development. Give out Activity Sheet
3.2.3 and use this to revise and extend the
pupils' grasp of the concept. Sustainable
development is essentially about living on the
"interest" rather than the "capital" which

Conventional measures of economic production
and development are of little use in assessing
whether or not a country is moving towards
sustainable development. Introduce pupils to
the measures outlined on Activity Sheet 3.2.4
and ask them to prepare an imaginary budget
speech or newspaper article for the year 2040
(link with Activity 10.9). This should summa-
rize the state of the British economy and what
has been achieved through economic develop-
ment in the years since L990.

nature provides and analogies with living on
interest from a savings account in the bank
can be used to advantage.

EXTENSION

BACKGROUND

Development and inequality
Despite continued growth in levels of economic
activity, Britain remains an unequal society with
significant levels of poverty. In what Halsey
terms a "class-ridden prosperity", power and
advantage remain unequally distributed across
class, status and party groups.

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IN BRITAIN, 1935.1984
NATIONAL INCOME AND ITEMS OF EXPENDITURE AT CONSTANT 1984 PRICES (8 million)

GrGs Domestic
Prcduct at factor cost
Grcs domestic
fud capital formation
C.rntral government
curent expenditure
[.mal government
cnnent expenditure
Gonsumer expenditure

1935
82,992

13,382

7,692

10,085

79,089

1965
173,531

40,480

31,611

7,267

134,291

1984
274,573

55,319

42,892

26,762

194,673

SELECTED ITEMS OF CONSUMER EXPENDITURE AT CONSTANT 1984 PRICES (8 million)

Food
Ihhk
T6acco
tbusing
Rrcl and light
Odring
lhnables
Tctal

1935
22,733
5,248
4,674
9,289
4,124
4,239
3,129

81,409

1965
33,274
7,776
8,414

19,061
8,572
6,991
7,392

138,231

1984
28,448
14,416
6,621

29,269
9,574

13,189
19,241

194,673

Gtcs Domestic Product is the total value of all the goods and services produced in a country in a particular year. GDP at
&r cost excludes subsidies and taxes imposed on any goods or services. lt is in lact the cost of total output to producers.
Gres domestic capital formaiion is roughly the amount of money invested in producer goods, plant and machinery to enable
me production.

be British Social hmds since 7900, A H Halsey (ed), Macmillan, 1988
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Between L900 and 1980 the UK's national

"."a".t and the average real incomes of its

;;;i; t""reased at least-threefold in real terms'

ir i["ti"tion in the living standards of most

.iirn^* reople took phcE which-transformed
;h;; ;;"j*oit it g livei and brought significant

""* itl"aott t. d"spite this the old poverties
persisted: lack of property; low pay; poor
'n"ritt ; inadequate-education; bad housing'
i.""""fiti"s in'the distribution of wealth and

;;.=;;;;t;owed, particularly ryith- the rise of

the welfare state af^ter L945,but both remained

hieh around rising averages'
fi f,i" analysis oI inequality in the present cen-

turv Halsey describes how political Pressure
m.i6rt"a siate intervention to modify the ouj-

;;;l-J it" *".t 
"t- 

Income was increatllqly
i"a-tttiU"ted through tax and welf-are policies

which increased most workers' real and socral

irr.;;";. Tilwelfare state provided an increased

;;;; 
"f 

qoods and servicei free or at subsidized

;;&;L;?;;not "hugely redistributive"' It did
I;;i;.kl; thu caus"s 6f lnequality - generated

mainlv within the labour market - and inequ11l-

ilTi*"litf. remained entrenched with signifi-

.*t t"aitt iUution prior to 1980 taking place only

amonsst the richest 57o' Lrcreased post-war alrlu-

;;;;;rt hrgely the spread 9f ploperty for,u9g'

particularly io.tsumer-durables' Property which

sives control over the lives of other people -

froperty for power - remained the possession ot

a small minoritY.
While the disiribution of income became more

"o,rJ 
b"t*een 1945 and 1975 this trend was

i"=""tt"a in the 1980s. The effects of recession

and government policies on taxation' social
;;fi;y and minimum wage.s mgalt tha-t by
1985 incomes were as uneqrlaly divided' both

;"i;; and after tax, as they had been in L949'

With the state now less prepared to mitigatethe

"if".tt 
tf *arket forces itt g"ttetating inequality'

po"ettv increased significlntly amongst those

ir, fuUjti*e work and within an "underclass"

..ititti"g of unemployed. ^part-time 
and low

;;iJ ;;t"kers (see Figure 3.i'2)' A report from
iliitt.f Univeisity, plrbtisned in-March 199L'

claimed that betw-eeitgZg and 1989 the income

"itn" ro*"st fifth of the population had fallen
* l.e"i".while that of the richest fifth had risen

U'" ,f-"tt 4O/".ln Britain in 201'0 the Policy
Si"ii"t Institute forecast growing social ten-

ri-.* ii the trends which C-hris Pond describes

continued.

'. . Iru the end of the L980s Britain was undoubtedly

o *ii, polarizei society than that of either the 1'940s-ii 
ig1bt. This socia[ and economic polarization

;rgi;dA ats an inrease in poaerty and a decline in

D€f,ned tn tsnnt of
Supplomontary Borreftt
Numbers ol people livlng on or bslowthe

equivalont ql 14ff6 ol supplemffitary

Benetit (millions).

Until 1987 the Governmom

m€asured low income in
lerms ol Supplementary
Benefit.

WHO IS POOR?

Deilhed Lrterms ol
avelage incomes
Numbers ol people living on or below 50%

o, average income (millions).

The Government's prelelred measurcmert

is thb chanoe in tcal inclme ol ti€ 900r€st

50% ol the population, which rose betwe0n

1979and 1987.

E Before housing costs

I AJterhousin0dts

Poorest tenth

2nd-poorest t€nlh

3rdfooresthfllh

4th-poorest tenth

sth-poorest tenth

Source: The Guotilian,2 JulY 7991
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W incomes of the poor, alongside an enhancement of
W wealth enjoyed by the rich. lt u)as n society
wrked by increased homelessness, alongside a

fu*hing property market, by sharply increased
pablems of debt amidst a credit boom, and by
'wreasing diaisions in the liaing standards of
Winent groups anil dffirent part of the country."
{}ris Pond, 1988,p76

flc poor and sustainable development
hhis powerful critique of consumer society,The
fuefor Riches, ]eremy Seabrook suggests that
mventional development is unable to cure
poverty. lnequality is an inevitable outcome of
ryitalism oithe 6peration of the market and it
G.yes a functional role. The poor are necessary
b rerdnd us continually of the costs of not co-
qrating with the treadmill. At the same time,
fu rich serve to promote envy and provide a
nodel of the "happiness" to which we can all
ryire.
trtlhile it is poverty and the poor which are

g:nerally perceived as problems, Seabrook
nrBes us to view wealth and the rich as the real
Imblems. They require the continuing exploita-
tLn of the poor and the continued plundering
dnature. Therefore "the rich", who in his view
torlude the majority of people in the countries
d the North, should be deplored rather than
&rired.
As the treadmill of production and consump-

&rr asgslslates it generates capital by capturing
mre of people's needs and wants with things
set 66, money can buy (see Activity 3.9). In
Gis way people become more dependent upon
nre treadmill and poverty is modernised. The
d poverty of back-breaking work, the means

and poor health has notIr[, premature ageing and poor health has not
rntirely disSppeared, but what remains hasrntirely disappea
fraen joined byl new poverty. A large minority
mrot buy the satisfactions which the majority
rcw take for granted and its relative poverty is
rade worse by the breakdown of neighbour-
hods and community networks of mutual aid
d support. Relative poverty and the erosion
d human contact and solidarity induce a sense
dinadequacy and alienation which contributes

mch social problems as stress,loneliness, vio-
hce, crime, alcoholism and drug addiction.
[e new poverty embraces these pioblems and
ffie lack of meaningful and satisfying work

makes a key contribution.
Seabrook believes that growing dependency

dre treadmill damages the rich, the poor and
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the nafural environment. Our corunon interest
now lies in sustainable development or what he
calls the "Green project":

It is clear to many people that the model of industrial
society, both capitalist and existing socialist,
inoolrses the most systanatic squandering of human
resources as it mounts its predatory assault on the
resources of the earth. lndeed they are part of a
single, symbiotic process. ln order to paae the way
for the latter, the human resources - the creatiaity,
ingenuity, hopeful ffirt and self-reliance - must first
be depleted, used up and extinguished. The forms of
pooerty thus produced will then appear to be reme-
died fu an industrial expansion that, in turn, uses
up, depletes and exhausts the natural riches of the
world, To prise apart this powerful dynamic is the
most urgent taskfor any politics that is serious about
contesting the present immobilism and impotence of
most contemporary moral and political discussion.
The Green project is the only one that ann takes cog-
nizance of these forms of aiolence to the world. lf it
fails to illuminate our understanding of processes
that simultaneously gut human beings and eoiscer-
ate the planet itself, no other politics will.
]eremy Seabrook, L988

READING

The environmental impact of the treadmill of
production and consumption is explored in:
The Enaironment from Surplus to Scarcity, A
Snaiberg, OUP,1980
Britain in Our Century, A Marwick, Thames &
Hudson, L984
British Socinl kends since'1.900, A H Halsey (ed),
Macmillan, L988
Life in Britain between the Wars, L Seaman,
Batsford,1.970
A World Still to Win: The Reconstruction of the
Post-War Working Class, T Blackwell & |
Seabrook, Faber & Faber, L985
A Socialist Anatomy of Britain,D Coates, G
]ohnston & R Bush (eds), Polity Press, L985
The Poor are Poorer, Statistical Monitoring Unit,
Department of Social Policy and Social
Plaruring, University of Bristol, L99L
Chapter 2 "The changing distribution of
income, wealth and poverty", by Chris Pond, in
Restructuring Britain: the Changing Social
Structure, C Hammett, L McDowell & P Sarre
(eds.), Sage,1989
"P overfy", Education Guardian EG, 2.7 .9'1.



BETWEEN 1945 AND I98O

TI{E ECONO'YIY* Gross Domestic Product per copito (ot constonl 1975 prices)
doubled.

*
*
*
*
*

Totol energy consumplion increosed by oround 40%.
Enerov use oer cooito increosed bv 25%.
The iie of' orivoie cors increoied bv 560% ond use of oir
lronsport by 950% (meosured in possenger kilometres).
Home oroduclion of beef increosed bv 104%.
Produciion of conned veoetobles increosed bv 207%.
Consumotion of sulohuriiocid increosed bv ilO"t.
Production of plostics increosed by oround l,3OO%.
Consumption'of cotton fell by 80% ond production of ortificiol
fibres increosed bv 

,l50%.

Production of so6p decreosed by 97% ond soles of synthetic
deleroenls increosed bv 680%.
ln l9i0 79 million LP records, l 75 million colour tu sels ond
1.29 million woshing mochines were mode.

* The oooulotion .f B,ibillf.y"?S-ttff ound I0%.* The hr'rb"r of workers employed in the public seclor increosed
by 2O%.* The percentoge of morried \ /omen going out to work more thon
doubled.* Trode union membership increosed by oround l0% with oround
holf of oll workers belonging lo o union in 

.l980.
* Reol disposoble incomei inireosed by 140% ond the purchosing

oower of the oound fell bv 86%.* fhe totol number of holid6vs token by workers increosed bv 78%.* ln I980 I 9% ol households hod tumble driers, 59% hod'cenlrol
heoling ond 3% hod dishwoshers.

HEALTH AND WELFARE* Public (government) expenditure on heolth ond welfore increosed
by 240"/" in reol terms.* The life expectoncy of men increosed by 3 yeors ond thot of
women by 5 yeors.* The number oT bobies dyinq in their first yeor of life fell bv 7O%.* Deoths from tuberculosii f6ll by 95% ond those from diphtherio
bv I00%.

" Dloths from concer increos ed by 55% ond those from rood
occidents bv 60%.* Public 

"rp"hditrre 
on defence increosed bv 80% in reol terms.* The percenloqe of 14 yeor olds receivinq full+ime educotion

incre'osed by-l63% onl the number of u"niversity students by
240%.* The number of people supported by locol outhorities in instilutions
increosed by oround 90% to 177, 437.* Suicides increosed by 12% ond divorces by 339%.* Serious crime increosed by 350%.

. "'|,'::
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WEATTH AND POVERTY
The number of people receivinq finonciol ossistonce from the stote
more thon dou6led'to 4.9 milli5n.
The number of children in public core increosed by oround o
rhird to 100,200.* ln 1949 the richest 1O% ol the populotion received 27% of oll
income olter tox. ln 1979 it received 23%.* ln 1945 the richest 5%ot the populotion owned oround 75%ot
he morketoble weolth. ln 

.l980 
it'owned 40%.

' In 1980. the poorest holf of the populotion owned iust 5% of UK
personol weolth.

' fuound o quorter of the people in Britoin in 1980 were estimoted
b hove incomes ot or below fie poverty level (ot or below 140%
of supplementory benefit level).

THE ENVIRON}IENT* Economic growth mode use of on increosing omount of noturol
resources ond services obtoined from Britoin ond elsewhere in the
world.* Much rurol lond wos used for new housing estotes, shopping
cenlres, foctories, cor porks ond molorwoys.

' Hobitots such os brood-leoved woodlohds, cholk downlonds,
heothlonds ond wetlonds were reduced in oreo. More plonts ond
onimols were ihreotened with extinction.

' New forms of oqricuhure ond industry oroduced new tyoes of
pollution such oi fertilizer runoff, oni'mil slurry, chemiiol ond
nucleor wosles.* Fish stocks in coostol woter beoon to decline.

' The quolity of mony rivers ondtreoches deterioroted.
' Some induskies showed thot it wos worth lheir while to cut energy

use, recycle moleriols ond reduce pollution.
' Governments possed more lows ond spent more money trying to

protect the environment.
' l'lony new environmentol pressure groups were formed ond their

,nembershtps I ncreosed.

rsources include SocialTrends, Annuol Abstroct of Stotistics
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RICH AND POOR IN l980's BRITAIN

LORD SAINSBURY ond FAMILY
ln 1989 The Sundoy limes suggested thot the Soinsbury fomily owned
ossels worth 91,967 million. l-n t AOq John Soinsbury opened o shop
in Drury Lone, London, selling milk, butter ond eggs. One hundred
ond thirty yeors loter 6.5 million customers used the 286 Soinsbury
superroikets every week, producing soles of over S5 billion o yeor.
ln'1989 the Soiisbury'fomily coitrolled 55% ol the compdny's
shores. Lord Soinsbury, greot grondson of the founder, wos compony
choirmon ond his cousin Dovid wos finonce director. Lord Soinsbury
is o poiron of the orts ond the fomily funded the 050 million extension
to the Notionol Gollery in London. Dovid wos o keen supporter ond
benefoctor of the Socicil Democrolic Porty. ln 1989 Tim Sciiisbury, the
younger brother, wos Conservotive MP f6r Hove.

ELTON JOHN
Reginold Dwight, from Pinner in Wesl London, begon work os o
teoboy in Denmork Sireel, in the heort of London's music business. He
become o pub pionist ond chonqed his nome to Elton John ofter two
fomous muiicions he hod ployed with. ln the 1970s ond l98Os he
wos o world superstor with hits including the clossic "Condle in the
Wind". ln '1989 he lived in o Windsor monsion complete wilh six
Bentlevs, o 100 seot lheolre ond o chondelier over the swimmino
pool. i1e wos choirmon of Wotford Footboll Club ond hod seen i't
move from the fourth to the first division. The Sundoy Times eslimoted
his ossels to be worth f40 million.

SHARON
Shoron is on her own with four children, o girl of eight, o boy of
seven ond the twins who ore three. A thin young v/omon, still on[y in
her eorly twenties, she sits on the sofo with her knees up to her chin os
thouoh iold. even thouoh the oos fire is ot full heot. The twins hove o
core"order on them. SJroron Tesents the oolicino role of the Sociol
Services, but ot the some time she feels insecur""os o mother. She is
ofroid of Christmos becouse she won't be oble lo oive them whot thev
wonl; she is ofroid of the future becouse os they gi"ow bigger she moy
not be oble to control them. Whol doesn'l sh6vi is the l"eroic effort's
thot hove gone inlo surviving, into keeping together fomilies thot might
so eosilv hove been solit uo. The bottle oooinst choos is olmost. vet
not quitl, lost eoch dby. Ybt ot the end oT the evening, Shoron iits
bock; the children ore quiet. By eleven o'clock the estole is silent ond
olmosl deserted. The hobits of o working lifetime ore not broken, even
here, where unemployment is over o third in ploces.

i Source: "Britain's Rich: the top 200", The $unday Times Magazine,2 April,1989 and The Race for Riches, leremy Seabrak, Green print, 1988, pp.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO
SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT

rc supplies the services ond resources which moke humon life ond economic development possible.
cpend on noture to supply ond cleon our.oir ond woter, to grow our food ond recycle our woste.

uume provides the energy cind moleriols which our economic syitem lurns into the goods ond services
te. Economic development moy result in greoter demonds being mode on the seriices ond resources

nofure provides.

scriet Eorth there ore limits to whot noture con provide. There is only o certoin omount of noturol ond
u$co.! "copitol" in the form of metol ores, fossil'fuels, fertile soils, clJon woter, 

".otogii.t 
wir"ri orJ

ccs of plonts ond onimols. This "copilol" produces on onnuol omount of,"interest" in"the form of newi or plonls ono onlmols. lnls--copltol" proOuces on onnuol omount of "interest" in the torm of new
ond recycled moteriols. Economic development con only be sustoined in the lono term if it resoects

s limits. [t should drow on lhe "interes/' which noture piovides on ecologicol "cEpitol" ond ntt on

T a8O the World Conservation Strotegy.qrggd governments ond industriolists to odopt sustoinoble forms
ur€lopment. lt suggested thot sustoiioblJdev6lopment should:

*cryitol" 
itself.

generotions o reduced omount of ecologicol "copitol".

' ftIAINTAIN ECOLOGICAT CAPIIAL. lt should mointoin such ecolooicnl
Proceises ond life support sysiems os those which build our soils, re-cycle
our wosles ond stobilize oui climote. lt should olso oreserve qenetic diversity or
the ronge. of genetic moieriol found in the world's plonB ond-onimols. This trpfli"t
mony of the goods ond services on which we depend.

' DEPEND ON INTEREST RATHER THAN CAPITAL. Deveiopmenr snouio use
ecologicol "copitol" (species ond ecosystems) in o sustoinoble woy.

lo87 the World Commission on Environmen.l ond Developmgryt ogoin urged world leoders to odopt
mrcble forms of development. lt suggested thot sustoihoble Jevelolment is develooment
11 rncels the needs of the prlient without compromisiner rhe obility of }uture
-ulions 

lo meel their own needs. ln other words it dipends on 'Tnterest" ond Joes not leove

tll1,,1irr-
3onrmission linked sustoinoble development lo the eliminotion of poverty. The bosic needs ofE*?r' for fiood,-clothing-, shelter ond iobs - must be mei. Thii invotves, first of qll,
hg-ottentiol_to the lorgely unmet needs of the world's poor, which should be given

priority.

r@91 o new World Conservotion Strotegy, Coring for the Eorth, wos published. Try to find out whot it
il * rtry obout sustoinoble developmenl.'
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